
FOREWORD

Most of us have been involved in discussions about some point of belief when
things have not gone well.. Upon reflection, it may have had little to do with the
evidence or our confidence in it, but somehow there could have been better
answers to questions and less going around in circles. Better reasoning skills
and greater faci1ity in getting at the real issues would have helped.

There is no substitute for a well-founded confidence in the strength of the
evidence of one's own position, but in discussion and arguments these are
incomplete without a wel1-reasoned case and the ability to rebut the arguments
of the "opponents". Arguments about many things in life are of little consequence,
but when the issues relate to the great doctrines of the gospel message, they can
be matters of life and death.

There has been very little written in the Christadeiphian literature to provide
practical help in strengthening reasoning skills. Of course, if one never talks
to "saved" Evangelicals, "born again" Christians, "Holy Spirit filled" Pentecostals
or clever agnostics, then perhaps there is less urgency to sharpen up the reasoning
skills. But for those who knock on doors, open-air speak in the parks, hold
interested friends' classes, and field open question periods, then improved reasoning
skills can be of very great help.

Religious literature - paperbacks, novels and conversion tracts have become a
multi-million dollar business. Like advertising it is often riddled with untruths,
half-truths, exaggeration and statements out of context. This is the age of big
business evangelism - the world of the loose statement, the statement made for
effect which under scrutiny fails to pass the test of examination. A Christadeiphian
witnessing in such a w o H d should equip himself to be "mighty through God to the
pulling down of / these_? strongsholds."

Some people seem to be born effective reasoners. They can make the most unlikely
arguments seem convincing. For most of us, however, reasoning skills are only
improved through deliberate effort. Like skating or playing ice hockey, a little
instruction and lots of practice is all that is required.

It is the purpose of these notes to provide the little instruction in the hope that the
lots of practice will follow so that we may "destroy arguments and every proud
obstacle to the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ. . ."

(2 Cor. 10:5, R.S.V.)

Ron Abel

2nd week Manitoulin Bible Camp,
August, 1978
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The PREACHING of the APOSTLE PAUL

The Apostle Paul was selected by God to extend the work of Jesus to the Gentiles ( Isa. 49:6; Acts 13:47 ). Jesus
was sent "to the lost sheep of the house of Israel" ( Matt. 15:24 ). A survey of the words used to describe the
preaching of the Apostle Paul shows the essential component of reasoning and sets an example for us to follow:

ned - dialegomai = argue(Yg)
in public - synagogue
( Acts 17:2; 18:4 ) and
before Felix ( Acts 24:25 )

show to be wrong, to
prove anything that was
disputed or denied ( and
therefore implying opposition )
( Acts 9:22 )

e - eleacho

aded - peitho = to win by words-1

( Acts 19:8 )

expounded - ektithemi = to set forth, to declare
( Acts 18:26 )

testified - diamar = to bear full and complete
witness1 ( Acts 28:23 )

- dianoigo = to open through of -what
before was closed
( Acts 17:3 )

- paratithemi = to set clearly before one
by argument* ( Acts 17:3 )

boldly - parrhesia = fearless candour •
( Eph. 6:20; Acts 19:8 )



REASONING - A 1st Century Overview

argued, reasoned
"as was his custom"

( Acts 17,18 )

debaters could not
withstand the wisdom
of his words (Acts 6 )

Give an answer
of the reason of
your hope

( 1 Pet. 3 )

powerfully confuted
publicly ( Acts 18 )

Earnestly contend
for the faith ( v. 3 )

"Earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints" ( Jude 3 ). "Contend", Gk:
1' epagonizomai", "epi" = "upon" "agon" = a contest", "to contend as a combatant" ( Bullinger ).

The Wisdom and Spirit of the Words

Those who tried debating with Stephen found that they could not resist the wisdom and spirit of his words.. This
point should not be missed.

A preacher of the gospel is primarily a teacher: "The Lord's servant must not be quarrelsome, but kindly to
everyone, an apt teacher, forbearing, correcting his opponents with gentleness. God may pe-haps grant that
they will repent and come to know the truth. " ( 2 Tim. 2:24, 25, R.S.V. )

Debate, strife, wrangling and senseless controversies as an end in themselves are to be assiduously avoided
by the disciple as works of the flesh. However, when the occasion arises and opportunities are provided,
contention for the faith ( not with one another ) is an honour and a duty. It should always be foremost in our
demeanour that "we have great treasure in earthenware vessels, to show that the transcendent powê - is of God,
and not of us. " ( 2 Cor. 4:7, R. S. V. ). "It is by the open statement of the truth we J_ should_/ commend
ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God." { 2 Cor. 4:2, R.S.V. ).



DEFINITION OF TERMS

Reasoning skills depend, in part, on a clear definition of words. The following
list is not complete, but provides a good beginning.

Reason - to draw conclusions or inferences from facts or premises.

Reasoning - the process of having drawn conclusions from facts.

Infer - find out by reasoning, conclude, imply.

Argument - the reason or reasons given for or against something.

- applies to a discussion in which each of the two persons uses facts and
reasons to try to win the other over.

Argumentation - the process of arguing, reasoning, discussion, debate.

Prejudice - an opinion for or against something, but not based on reason.

Opinion - a belief or judgment based on grounds short of proof.

Conjecture - an opinion without sufficient grounds, e. g. guessing, "stab in
the dark".

Substantiate - prove the truth of, give good grounds for.

Dogmatic - unsupported assertions usually based on personal opinion and held
in the face of evidence to the contrary.

Premise - a previous statement from which another is inferred.

Socratic method - choosing questions so as to lead your opponent to the desired
conclusion. This is a very effective approach requiring considerable skill.

Denotation - the exact or dictionary definition of a word.

Connotation - the associations which go with a word.

Relevant - on topic.

Allusion - a reference to a well-known person, place or event to make an
idea vivid. E. g. the patience of Job; the wisdom of Solomon. ( An allusion
differs from a quotation since the latter exactly reproduces the words, the
former does not ).



By LESLIE K.TAIIR

kHOriIETS of doom are having
a heyday in this time of wi th*

JL er upheaval, water shortages,
and forecasts of possible famine.

D'-honair, articulate Garner Ted
Armstrong, dean of doomstcrs, c.ime
to Toronto recently with that fare of
gloom and doom.

Th»* Armstrong litany is familiar
to those who have hoard him on the
radio program, "Wond Tomorrow"
or read thr magazine, i'lain Tr'ith.

Garner Ted Armstrong and his fa-
ther, llerbert W. Armstrong, head a
bu<iiiih£ religious ompire, 'World-
v.-irin Church of God. Since 1934, ttw
staple in the group's message his
been an unending series of dire
predictions.

True church
The vivid propheeif"- are bolstered

by the Armstrong claim that theirs
is the one true church and others are
"satanic counterfoils".

That messianic complex was wrll-
demnnstrated when the younger
Armstrong mnrW'ly concluded his
address here by telling his overflow
audience at the Sheraton Centre
that, in the near future, they would
look back and recall that they had
heard a prophet of God in Toronto
that night

Fortunately for the self-styied
prophet, his followers seem to have
short memories. Otherwise they
would recall that, the father and son
have made many spc ific predic-
tions that never came to pass.

The elder Armstrong wrote, in the
January, JOfifi, issue of Plain Truth:
"I've shown yuv from the very Word
of God what is next coming in
prophesied events — the famine, the
disease epidemic to he followed al-
most immedia'eiy by World War III.
It's prophesied for 15 to 20 years or
less."

Well, time's up!

In 1940 he lild readers, frightened
by impending global war, that the
Italians would captura both Pales-
line and Kfiyj.t. Th<*y never did.

In 19f<7, magazine renders would
have hf'nn inspired with the news
tha i "dod prophesies that finally,
within the next 15 years, fuliy one-
third of oui -vholr population will die
of dispose iiid famine." (Notice that
God |»ioph<>':ird the event. Are we to
chalk up *n «*i ror to the Alm.'Rh'i'?)

Opinion
along this nugget in 1955: " . . . we
will be totally consumed and parried
away captive to other nations as
Slavs within 20 years."

The date has come and gone.

So the long, dreary list goes on and
on.

Prophets of doom, such as Arm-
strong, have always manipulated
people in times of special crisis and
uncertainty.

Playing on people's understand-
able ppprehensinns, they offer a two-
pronged message — doom from
heaven hut deliverance to the
favored few who embrace the proph-
et's organization.

As one who believes the Bible, I
find those donmsters' tactics repul-
sive.

i First of all, they bring ridicule on
the Rible which thry have Luisted to
;-unport their predictions.

Thcr* they manipulate good, sin-
cere people to their own ends. In this
instance, the end is to corral them
for liic Armstrong's Worldwide
Church of God.

Dying of famine
Finally, they desensitize people to

mammoth vorld problems that cry
for real solutions. People are dying
of famine — so what? God predicted
it! -

An ex-memhrr of Armstrong's
Pasadena . headquarter church
points out that, in spite of all the
pitiable pictures and slides of starv-
ing people paraded by the Arm-
strongs, the church cues IHUe to re-
Hnvo the suffering. It's content to use
it.

T - l l I K nnnilno '• - • - - "

isA it be added, in all Iion«**ty, that
this gioom .tnd doom manipulative
technique is not restricted to the
Armst rongs.

I regret tp are. some of my fellow
fv:ingeiica!s toying with similar tac-
tics. If you don't brlieve ini\ merely
look at church ads in this paper on
most Saturdays.

That manipulative scare-monger-
ing — wlwevpi its practitioners —
can only bring n proa-'h upon the
gospel.

•A Rev. Leslie K. Tarr is professor

of communications at Central Bap.
*:.i c...

ASSIGNMENT

Find as many examples as
you can of each of the
terms defined on the
opposite page.



FIGURES OF SPEECH

Reasoning skills require sensitivity to language which is not intended to be taken
literally. Many doctrinal errors in Christendom have arisen from figurative
language being interpreted literally, e.g. the Great Red Dragon = the Devil
( Rev. 12 ), and literal language being interpreted figuratively, e.g. the
Serpent = Satan ( in disguise! ) in Gen. 3.

The non-literal use of language is illustrated
have found their way into everyday speech:

- "He's a good Samaritan" - the
Engli
Saraar
goes

parable
is i

out

'Job's Comforter"

Some of the most frequently occurring figures of speech are set out as follows:

Comparisons - A positioning of two dissimilar
provides the bridge. For example, "King

(1) Simile - ( from Latin "similis" =
A comparison using "like" or "as"
objects that have at least one point
A comparison in which one thing ii

in two Biblical allusions which

of Jesus has added to the
language the idiom - "a good

tan" - referring to anyone who
of his way to help another.

- Alludes to Job's three friends who
instead of comforting Job brought him
anguis hi of mind and difficulty.

things in which the imagination
Herod was like a fox".

like )
It is a comparison of two unlike

in common,
said to be like or as another:

"Man is like the grass
His glory is like the flower
The grass withers and the

(2) Metaphor - ( Greek "meta" = over
A comparison without using "like"
which 'words are not used with thei

E. g. He is a snake in th
( a simile = he is like a s

Allegory - extensive use of a metaphor,
writings. In the Bible, Galatians 4 contains
believers ( who desired to be under the law
Ishmael = natural Israel under the Mosaic
Christ.

of grass
flower falls".

"pherein" = carry )
" . It is an expression in

r literal meanings.

e grass
nake in the grass ).

g. Gulliver's Travels in secular
an allegory exhorting Jewish

) of the liberty in Christ Jesus.
Law, Isaac = adopted Israelites in



Analogy - a comparison between two things or conditions which have at least
one point of similarity and at least one point of dissimilarity. All similes and
metaphors are also comparisons, but the difference between the analogy, and
the simile or metaphor is that the analogy usually has a number of points of
comparison in which one reasons from points which are alike to others which
are not alike.

The chief weakness in arguing by analogy is that no analogy is exact. There
may be significant differences which are being ignored.

Parable - a short story used to teach a "truth" or moral lesson ( from Greek
"parabole" - para=with; bol§=a throwing ). E. g. "The Rich Man and Lazarus"
( Luke 16 ).

Myth - a legend or story with the implication that the story has been invented
to explain something. It is important to understand the way in which clergymen
use this term. Many sections of the Bible especially the Genesis account of
creation are regarded by them as myths.

Parallelism - repeating an idea in a slightly different way,
Prov. 17:28:

For example,

Even a fool when he holdeth
his peace

is counted wise

He that shutteth his lips

is esteemed a man of
understanding

Personification - giving human attributes to things, ideas or animals.

E. g. "Does not wisdom cry
and understanding lift up her voice? "

This is a very important figure of speech. The Holy Spirit is personified in
John's Gospel as the Comforter ( Jn. 14 ). Those who mistake the
personification believe the Holy Spirit really is a Person in the Godhead.

Similarly "sin" is personified as a "slave owner" ( Rom. 6:17 ), an indwelling
tenant ( Rom. 7:20 ), a reigning monarch ( Rom. 5:21 ), a "god" ( 2 Cor. 4:4 ),
and "the prince of this world" ( Jn. 16:11 ).

Irony - saying one thing but meaning the opposite. E.g. the prophet Micaiah's
words to the wicked King Ahab: "Go ye up j_ to war against the Syrians at
Ramoth-g-ilead_/ and prosper, and they shall be delivered into your hand."
( 2 Chron. 18:14 ). Even King Ahab recognized the irony - note his reproof of
the prophet in the next verse.



Metonymy - a characteristic is named instead of the thing itself. One name
or noun is used instead of another to which it stands in a certain relation
( from Greek: "matonymia" - meta=over; onyma=name ). E.g. boil the
kettle = boil the water in the kettle.

Metonymy is a difficult figure of speech to recongnize and it is difficult to
prove its occurrence. The following examples serve to illustrate its meaning:

"For he / God / made him / Jesus / to be sin for us, who knew no

sin . ( 2 Cor. 5:21 ).

"Sin" is used here for the sin-prone nature of Jesus. It is the cause of the
effect - sin. Metonymy in this passage uses the "effect" for the "cause".

See also Gen. 23:8; Luke 16:29 where the cause is put for the effect; Gen. 25:23;
Acts 1:18 where the effect is put for the cause producing it.

Parenthesis - insertion of a word or words to explain the context. It is
important to recognize this in such key passages as Rom. 2:12-16 ( verses
13-15 are parenthetical ). It is easily shown from this section ( once verse
12 is connected with v. 16 ) that:

a) knowledge brings responsibility
b) that this teaching is a gospel truth ( and therefore of first principle

importance.

Ellipsis - a shortened expression with words left out. This is a difficult
figure of speech to identify and justify. Note the following important example:

For he made him to be
sin for us

who knew no sin

that we might be made the
righteousness of God in him

the ellipsis -
who knew no righteousness

It can be ssen that the parallels in the verse require tht. ellipsis to be
supplied by the reader.

Idioms - the non-literal use of words for effect usually peculiar to a
particular language. E.g. "Dying thou shalt die" ( Gen. 2:17 ) is an idiom
for "You will surely die" - Adam's sin resulted in him becoming subject to
death, although he lived 930 years ( Gen. 5:5 ). Thefailure to recognize
this idiom has ^resulted in theories about Adam dying "spiritually" or coming
under "legal condemnation" etc.



The Great Escape

I believe it is logically and abundantly clear that there is
going to be a rapture and that it must come before the
Tribulation hour. Common sense demands it and confusion
reigns without it. Soon the Lord will break through the
clouds. His church, body and bride will unite with members
already in His presence, for ". . .them also which sleep in
Jesus will God bring with him" (I Thessalonians 4:14).
Then all the church is investigated and prepared ". . .as a
chaste virgin to Christ" (II Corinthians 11:2) to enjoy the
Marriage Supper and honeymoon. Are you ready? Have you
been washed in the blood?

The supper being ended, the bride returns to earth with
her bridegroom for earth's 1,000-year honeymoon. Verse
11 pictures Christ returning on a white horse, and " . . .the
armies which were in heaven [His people] followed him. . . "
(verse 14). The purpose of the triumphant return is to
purge the earth of its sinful rebels through the Battle of
Armageddon (verses 17:21), making the millennial honey-
moon one of peace and joy. This is true because Satan is
bound for a thousand years. Then the saints take their
thrones, and the bride rules and reigns with her lover
(Revelation 20:1-6). Now in the name of common sense,
how can all this happen in the post-tribulation's scheme
of interpretation? The marriage feast would still be stick-
ing in the craw and severe indigestion would ensue if it
all occurred in a moment of time. Certainly the Word of
God is on the side of the pre-tribulationists!

The true church, on the other hand, includes all
believers in Christ. Many places in the New Testament
speak of those who are joined to Christ, the Head of
the body. In other words, Christ is the Head of the true
church.

"He is also head of the body, the church" (Colossians
1:18NASB).

"For even as the body is one and yet has many mem-
bers, and all the members of the body, though they
are many, are one body, so also is Christ. For by one
Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether
Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were
all made to drink of one Spirit" (I Corinthians 12:12,
13NASB).

THE FUTURE FUEHRER

Authority to Act for Three and One-half Years

"And there was given to him a mouth speaking arro-
gant words and blasphemies; and authority to act for
forty-two mouths was given to him" (Revelation 13:5
NASB).

Forty-two months is three and one-half years and this
is the three and one-half years prior to Christ's personal,
visible return to this earth. This period nf time will make
the regjm.es of filler. Mao, a ^ ^Ijfl look, like Girl
Scouts weaving a daisy chain by comparison. The Anti-
christ "is going to "Be given absolute authority to act with
the power of Satan.

Identify t h e f i gu re s of s p e e c h
w h i c h a r e u s e d in the
following e x t r a c t s :



TRUTH POSTURES

There are four main ways in which a question, "How do you know for sure? "
be answered:

can

(1) AUTHORITY

(2) INTUITION

by quoting a book, an expert, what the church says.
Disadvantage: If the "authority" is not recognized by
both parties. When this happens it can always be asked,
"How do you know for sure that your authority is the right
one? "
An example: When discussing the return of Jesus and the
setting up of the Kingdom with an atheist it may not be
sufficient merely to quote the Bible, since it can always
be asked, "How do you know for sure that the Bible is the
word of God? " It must first be established from prophecy
or design in the world etc. that God exists and the Bible
is His revelation to man. Then a case can be made for the
Bible's teaching regarding the return of Christ and the setting
up of the Kingdom of God.

a personal response based on subjective experiences and
belief.
Disadvantage: Experiences and personal belief are not
usually open to investigation or duplication by others.
An example: "I have experienced Jesus as my personal
saviour, therefore I am saved." The issue is rather whether
or not the Bible affords belief in this security, i e. , of being
'saved' and whether or not(if it does), the way to r.chieve it is
through personal experience. The'saved' persor, may have
had an experience, but this is his personal experience and
cannot be precisely duplicated by another person.

(3) COMMON SENSE - an appeal to what most people think is right, appropriate or
true.
Disadvantage: The evidence that all or nearly everyone
believes something does not in itself prove the truth of the
statement. At one time, nearly everyone believed that the
earth, not the sun, was the centre of the solar system.
An example: Everyone knows that death does not end all.
The soul survives the death of the body.

(4) EMPIRICAL scientific method. What can be observed by the senses,
e.g. sound, touch, sight, etc.
Disadvantage: It is restricted to what can be duplicated, but
it has the advantage of its information being public, i. e. , open
to investigation, examination etc.

An example: Ancient Tyre was scraped bare as a rock and is
now a place for the spreading of fishing nets exactly as
foretold by Ezekiel ( ch. 26 ). A person who doubts this can
of course always go to the ancient site of Tyre and look at



TRUTH POSTURES in SCRIPTURE 1 0

There are many examples of each of the Truth Postures used in Scripture. For

example:

(1) Authority - Paul alleged that Jesus was the Messiah ( Acts 17:3 ). "Alleging",
Gk: "paratithemi" means "to set clearly before one by argument, and
especially to prove by citations from writers" ( Bullinger ). The writers
were the Old Testament prophets.

Apollos "mightily convinced the Jews, and that publicly, shewing by the
Scriptures that Jesus was Christ" ( Acts 18:28 ).

(2) Intuition - Paul recounted his experience with Christ on the Damascus road -
"I fell unto the ground, and heard a voice saying unto me, Saul, Saul, why
persecutest thou me? " ( Acts 22:6 ).

(3) Common Sense - The townclerk's appeal to the crowd at Ephesus: "Ye men
of Ephesus, what man is there that knoweth not how the city of the
Ephesians is a worshipper of the great goddess Diana . . . " ( Acts 19:35 ).

(4) Empirical - God's appeal to men on the basis of prophecy. "Produce your
cause saith the LORD . . . Let them bring them forth, and shew us what
shall happen: . . . declare us things for to come . . . that we may know
that ye are gods." ( Isa. 41:21-23 ).

SUMMARY

Ways of Reasoning or truth postures usually fall into 4 areas: Authority, Intuition,
Common Sense and Empirical. It could of course ultimately be argued that all ways
of reasoning are really "authority" based since "common sense" is an "authority"
as is'intuition" and the "sense impression" of the empirical method.

It is very helpful to recognize when these "postures" are being used, so that you can
be on the same "wave length" as your opponent/interested friend etc.

ASSIGNMENT: Using your Bible find 1 additional example for each of the truth postu]

., . . , . (All four examples can be found in I Cor.
(1) Authority -

(2) Intuition - ______^____________

(3) Common Sense -

(4) Empirical -
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E X A M P L E S of T R U T H POSTURES

Identify a s m a n y a s you c a n f r o m the fol lowing:

The original Greek words translated "east" (Revela-
tion 16:12) are literally anatoles heliou, which mean,
"the rising of the sun." This was the ancient desig-
nation of the Oriental races and nations. John describes
this vast horde of soldiers assembled at the Euphrates
River as "the kings of the sun rising" and thus definitely
predicts the movement of a vast Oriental army into a
war in the Middle East.

It is conjecture on this writer's part, but it appears
that the Oriental powers, headed by Red China, will be
permitted to mobilize its vast army by the Roman Dic-
tator, thinking that they would be loyal to him against
Russia. However, the Orientals will eventually double-
cross him, and move a 200 million man army against
the Antichrist, as we have seen in Chapter 7.

When I met him a few months later he looked com-
pletely different. He said, "I'm really religious now—I
feel sorry for you—I've been taking trips and I've really
seen God. Only this God is the King of Darkness—this
is the one we worship."

This man had completely blown his mind. He is at
this point, apart from a miracle, completely beyond
reach. Satan uses these hallucinatory drugs to take man
to a deeper level of approach with him. You talk to
some peqpje who have been on drugs for 3. long, tinie
and they wuTtelT^you, "Tfcnbw the devil is real—I've
seen him."
~~We hftlipivp thp.!̂  drugs rejuce a man's thinking and

mentality to a point where he is easily H H
Demons are under thej:ontrql of Satan and the Bible
speaks afyptjt them in animdanf Iftrms, sn wpi'ra nnf
fo'Mlflg qV"'* spooky things.

4
Jesus further promised, "I will never desert you, nor

will I ever forsake you" (Hebrews 13:5 NASB).
He has come into your heart to stay and to bring

new purpose, peace of mind, stability, in spite of circum-
stances, and true fulfillment to your personality as well
as eternal life.

Secondly, if you have received Jesus Christ as Savior,
then He wants to change your desires about life to God's
desires, and empower you to live for God. God doesn't
want us to try to clean up our own lives, but rather to
be available to His Spirit who now lives personally
within us.

T h o s e q u o t a t i o n s have a l l b e e n t a k e n f r o m Hal L i n d s e y , The L a t e
York ; Z n n d e r v a n . I970L
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"There are many who admire Jesus of Nazareth as a great
man, an outstanding teacher, but scoff at His deity. This
is another form of apostasy. This is a denial of God, since
the doctrine of the trinity is a basic tenet of Christianity.
John says: 'Whoever denies the Son does not have the
Father . . . ' ( 1 John 2:23 NASB ). "

"We have often had people say to us, 'Sure, I believe in
God, but you certainly don't think Jesus was God, do you? '
Of course we do. The Bible also says Jesus was born of
a virgin; to deny this is a denial of the miracles of God,
what traditional Christianity has said throughout the
centuries."

6
'To the martyrs who died it was death and imme diate glory.
And so it is with other Christian believers. Among the
millions of Protestant Christians who have had the privilege
to make the Bible their study during the last sixteen hundred
years, how very few have understood it to teach any other
doctrine. Not one in ten thousand! They read the blessed
Bible to learn the way to Heaven, and they understood it to
teach that death was merely the separation of the soul from
the body, and that the souls of the righteous entered
immediately into the conscious joys of paradise. In faith
they lived, and in this hope they died. "

"Now then, were all the early saints and martyrs in error?
Have nine hundred and ninety-nine out of every thousand
Christians who have the opportunity to study the Bible
lived in error upon this vital point, and died with a false
hope? Who can believe it? H 1

"Not so long ago the Associated Press contained an article
about Dr. William Mayo, world famous surgeon, senior of
the two equally distinguished Mayo brothers and chief of
staff at the Mayo Clinic at Rochester, Minnesota. Dr. Mayo
said: 'The keen blade of my scalpel may never uncover the
soul as a tangible part of the mystery called man, but I know
it is there. I am as confident of its presence as I am of the
most elemental truth to which my own medical science
adheres.«"2

lHal Lindsey, The Late Great Planet Earth, ( Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan
Publishing House, 1970 ).
2Sabiers, Where are the Dead?
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THE REASONING PROCESS

In general there are three parts to the reasoning process:

(1) Facts - these are the "raw products' for the argument. Errors as to
fact will almost always affect the truth of the conclusion.

Inference - the reasoning process - what goes on in the mind to produce
a conclusion from facts. Logical reasoning occurs when the
correct inferences are drawn from the facts.

(3) Conclusion - This is the finished product when inference is applied to
the facts. Conclusions must follow from the facts in a logical
manner.

facts

conclusions
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ERRORS of FACT

Identify the factual e r r o r s in the following ext rac ts from the "Watchtower"
( Apri l 15, 1966 ):

I
28 The same process of making oneself

something is true with respect to the super-
human spirit creature whom the Bible calls
"the great dragon . . . . the original ser-
pent, the one called Devil and Satan, who
is misleading the entire inhabited earth."
(Rev. 12:9) The spirit creature who be-
came such had a beginning as such after
Jehovah God created him. Regarding him,
the Lord Jesus Christ said to some reli-
gious persons who were inclined to murder
him: "Ye are of your father the devil, and
the lusts of your father ye will do.

" However, the angelic son of God who
became "the original serpent, who is the
Devil and Satan," also suffered a fall. This
is indicated by God's words directed to him
there in the garden of Eden. Speaking to
him as if he were speaking to the literal
serpent whom Satan had used to mislead
Eve, Jehovah God said: "Because you have
done this thing, you are the cursed one out
of all the domestic animals and out of all
the wild beasts of the field. Upon your belly
you will go and dust is what you will eat
all the days of your life.

"Jesus Christ was not just imagining
something when he called Satan "the ruler
of this world." (John 16:11) The Chris-
tian apostle Paul was not just imagining
something when he called Satan "the god
of this system of things" and said that "Sa-
tan himself keeps transforming himself in-
to an angel of light" and "his ministers
also keep transforming themselves into
ministers of righteousness." (2 Cor. 4:4;
11:14, 15) There is a real Satan the Devil
that needs to be bound and that will be
bound and' imprisoned. All hail the day
when this is done! When Satan and his
demons are finally hurled into the abyss
out of touch with all mankind, it will mean
the end of all false religions and of reli-
gious wars, divisions and hatreds, the end
of all demonism, witchcraft, voodooism,
spiritism, astrology and sorcery.
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Deductive and Inductive Reasoning

Deductive and Inductive reasoning are two sides of the same coin.

inductive

examples used
to form the rule

deductive

the rule applied to
specific examples

Deductive:

Reasoning from a general rule to a particular example. It is not very often
that deductive arguments are encountered in religious discussions.

The syllogism is the best known deductive argument. The following is an
example:

All men are mortal - major premise
John is a man - minor premise

therefore, John is mortal - conclusion

A syllogism is a three statement argument consisting of a major premise, a
minor premise and a conclusion.

Notice these features of the syllogism:

(1) The major premise always begins with the universal "all" or "no".

(2) The minor premise is always a particular example of the universal
category or class in the major premise.

(3) The conclusion necessarily follows from the premises. In other words,
if your opponent agrees with your major and minor premises, he
cannot logically escape the conclusion.

(4) The conclusion can be identified by remembering that the last word
in the conclusion is the same as the last word in the major premise.

Job's three comforters argued in the form of a syllogism. Ihey began from
the universal premise, "All suffering is the result of sin". This premise is
untrue as 'Job pointed out. Their argument can be set out as follows:

A B
All suffering is the result of sin .
Job is a sufferer

C A

C B
therefore, Job is a sinner
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It is important to note that even if the right form of the syllogism is set out
( the argument is therefore valid, i. e. , the conclusion logically follows from
the premises ), the argument can be untrue if the premises are untrue.

The following are examples of syllogisms which are valid and true:

All men inherit a sin-prone nature
Jesus was a man

therefore, Jesus inherited a sin-prone nature

All men inherit mortality
Jesus was a man

therefore, Jesus inherited mortality

No man hath ascended to heaven
David is a man

therefore, David has not ascended to heaven

lit can be seen that some terms are repeated in a syllogism. These are easily
identified by the symbols. It is helpful to remember the following test for the
validity of the syllogism:

All A is B
C is A

Therefore C is B
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Complete the following syllogisms ( use the formula test for the correct form ).

(1) No immortal beings can sin
Angels are immortal beings

(2) No Christadelphian participates in this world's politics

(3)

therefore, John does not particpate in this world's politics

Mary is a believer

therefore, Mary is baptised

Make up three syllogisms which relate to Scripture which are either true or
untrue but valid.

(1)

therefore,

(2)

therefore,

(3)

therefore,

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

TEST YOURSELF ON THE SYLLOGISM

Which of a) b) c) is a major premise?
a) All men die b) Some men die c) No men die

Complete the summary

All A is B
C is A

.' . C is

The word which means that the three statement argument is
in the correct order

The word which means that there are no errors in the
argument

The minor premise is always a example of
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INDUCTIVE REASONING

- reasoning from a particular example to a general rule or law.

E. g. the form of BAPTISM is immersion because:

a) Jesus went "up" "out of" the water ( Matt. 3:16 )

b) the Ethiopian eunuch went down "into the water" and he came "up" out
of the water ( Acts 8:38)

c) John baptised at Aenon near Jordan because there was much water there
{ John 3:23 )

d) Baptism is compared to a burial ( Rom. 6 )

Therefore, the form of baptism is immersion.

This conclusion is an example of inductive reasoning, since particular examples
are used to form a general rule.

Put another way:

All A's observed are B's
therefore, it is probable ( very probable )

That all A's ( even though ~.o* observed ) are B's

Choose another doctrine and show how inductive reasoning is used to formulate
a general law.

How reliable is inductive reasoning?

The strength of the argument depends on the number of examples which can be
selected ( in relation to all the examples ) and the number of examples to the
contrary which can be produced.

Inductive reasoning is more likely to be reliable if the following conditions exist:

a) a large number of examples is selected

b) these are typical examples

c) no exceptions have been observed which are contrary to what is indicated
by the examples.

In other words, inductive arguments are probability arguments. The certainty
with which the conclusions can be held depends on the three conditions outlined.



The Jesus movement
has 'a mean streak'

Religion is becoming
big in the marketplace

The charismatics. meanwhile, are
but a small part of those 40-to 50-mil-
lion fundamentalists, evangelical
Christians who now outnumber the
combined memberships of the tradi-
tional Protestant denominations in the
United States. And that number does
not include an indeterminate but ex-
tremely large number of unchurched
Christians. Possibly the largest single
religious bloc in the United States,
these are people who do not necessari-
ly attend church and who might not
even claim church membership, but
who nevertheless consider themselves
members of a religious community.

Led by the Jesus movement, reli-
gion has marched unashamedly into
the marketplace and the counting-
house. It not only has captured enter-
tainers, such as Anita Bryant and
Tony Orlando, but it is also becoming
highly marketable itself. Religious
book publishing is booming A whole
new industry is flourishing in thi
manufacture and distribution of reli-
gion-oriented records, tape cassette,
audio-visual systems, periodicals,
lapel-buttons, jewelry, and bumper
stickers.

A current campaign to "buy Chris-
tian" has been operating with some
success in about two dozen large U.S.
cities. The Christian Business Directo-
ry, headquartered in San Diego, and
the Christian Yellow Pages, wnn
hpadauartprs in Mtviesto, Calif., pu^
lish directories restricted to firms run
by professing Christians and distrihu'.
ed free through churches and reliciou.-.
bookstores.

To be included in either of the direc-
tories, an advertiser must sign a state-
ment saying that he is a •"born-asam
Christian believer" and that he "ac-
cepts JPCUS Christ as
Lord and Savior .ind
Jesus as the Son of C°^ " F°r 'hat and
a fee rangine up to *i(ifl. the adverts r
gpts space m the listings and the palv
lu-h'T's stamp of approval as a fellow
to he trusted by all good Christians

Hordes of people are now parading
their version of the Word on the side-
walks and in thousands of denomina-
tions, one-congregation churches and
quasi-churches, radio and television

house-to-house visits, and religion-
oriented business ventures.

What few people know is the extent
of the pressure, harassment, and in-
timidation involved in some of these
"spiritual" activities. The United
States seems to be well supplied with
zealots who take the conversion of
their fellowman as the supreme act of
faith. They are splitting established
churches, severely testing the concept
of religious freedom, and embarras-
sing believers whose theology cannot
be summed up on a bumper sticker or
a T-shirt.

Inherent weakness
in internal divisions

TTe entire movement, it seems, has
one common denominator: an unyield-
ing u:'termination to exalt Jesus
Christ and make every living soul his
follower. Excesses inevitably accom-
pany the journey toward any such
goal. So do infernal divisions, and
therein lies an ir.iierent weakness in
the movement. Christians do not agree
among themselves on a dtfinition of
Christianity or on what it means to
follow the teachings of Christ.

Given the trends in U.S. life, u is
reasonable to conjecture that "church
religion" mipht ultimately be re-
pined hy disembodied voices and
faces on radio and TV sets. The Jesus
movement, with Its demonstrated af-
finity tor pn>p culture, would be right
at home in «-ucr a setting.

Meanwhile, evangelical Christianity
has one or its own in the White House.
The election of a bom-again Christian
to the presidency is neither a clear-cut
cause nor an Effect of the religious
zeal now rampant. But it is obvious
that the presence in the White House
of an evangelical, born-again Chris-
tian who wears his faith on his sleeve
has given the movement an impetus it
would not otherwise have had. It has
given something, of an imprimatur to
religious fundamentalism. It has
enabled zealots to leave their closets

Locate examples of
inductive reasoning
in this newspaper
extract:



editoria Locate examples of
inductive reasoning
in this newspaper
extract:

Old rules are changing
A retired high school teacher in this area

is deeply disturbed, even shocked, by the
books which are being used in our secondary
schools as study material for upper school
English courses. His disgust is centred upon
explicit descriptions of sex acts, including
oral intercourse, and upon the frequent use of
blasphemous language.

His letter included a sheet of quotations
from some of the books used as study
material, written by such prominent authors
as Margaret Laurence, (The Diviners), J. D.
Salinger (The Catcher in The Rye) and Stein-
beck (Of Mice and Men).

The letter says, in part, " I know, because
I have asked many (parents) that there are
' ~mentably few who are acquainted with the

h, the vulgarity, that is being taught in our
schools."

" I am convinced that the parents, yes,
and all the decent citizens of our county could
and will rise in revolt against the obscenity
and pornography that is being fed to our
youth."

Three is no doubt that the authors to
whom the letter refers have long since been
accepted as masters of the English language
and authors of international stature. Neither
can one deny that the scenes they depict are
true to some forms of life in our present day
society. One of the arguments for including
such explicit literature in high school courses
is that neither the language nor the moral
standards depicted are telling young people
anything they do not already know about.
Quite possibly our youngsters are pre-
cociously well informed on these matters.

The quotations submitted to us were, of
course, out of context — simply a col lection of
offensive phrases lacking the foregoing and
fol lowing text which might or might not make
them more acceptable.

What must be further admitted is that
many of the rules of both language and
behaviour which formed our standards ten
uears ago have been cast aside by both

3chers and pupils today. Frankly, the
quotations included in the writer's list are so
offensive to us personally that we would not
think of publishing them in this newspaper —
but a generation of younger free thinkers
might read them without a blush.

The entire question resolves itself upon

the fact that this type of literature is being
used in our schools. It should not be forced out
of print, nor prohibited sale to the general
public. This is a free country and personal
morals are not subject to parliamentary reg-
ulation. But once the books in question enter
the curriculum they receive the stamp of ap-
proval and acceptability. Probably many
parents have no objection to their children
studying these books — but our society is
supposed to grant freedom of opinion to all. It
would be difficult to believe that parents of
Mennonite or Dutch Reformed background
could willingly agree with the present
English courses. And the rights of those min-
orities are just as valid as those of the free
thinkers.

The Huron County Board of Education
held an open meeting some months ago to
permit public expression of opinion on this
subject and apparently there was not enough
objection to the books under study to cause
any substantial change in the choice of
material.

What we find so difficult to understand is
the reasoning which insists that any liter-
ature should be used if it is objectionable on
moral grounds to even a minority of parents.
Heaven knows there are thousands of excel-
lent books in the English language which
probe as deeply into the essence of our lives
and at the same time conform to universally
acceptable standards of expression and
conduct.

If today's students choose to read and
enjoy explicit authors either now or in the
future, that is the business of the parents and
themselves. Inclusion of the same material in
school courses is a plain statement that
neither straight-laced parents nor moralizing
ministers of religion need be regarded as
exponents of worthwhile moral standards.
S+orl«»nt«: have been conditioned since early
childhood to regard schools and teachers as
the fount of correct thinking.

We are well aware that a sizable segment
of today's society will read this column and
dismiss It as the meanderings of some
out-of-date old hypocrite. Be that as it may,
there is nothing hypocritical about speaking
out for what may be even a small minority of
our people who have every right to their own
beliefs about what Is right and what Is wrong.
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MISTAKES in REASONING
( FALLACIES in ARGUMENTATION )

(1) False Cause ( Non Sequitur = it does not follow )

- assuming that 2 events which are related have a cause and effect
relationship

(2) Begging the Question ( Petito principii - arguing in a circle )

- assuming what was set out to be proven

(3) False Analogy

.- assuming that 2 events or things, which are alike in one or mo!e
respects, are alike in all respects

(4) Arguing from Silence

- arguing for "A", because there is no evidence for "Not A"

(5) Equivocation

- improper or ambiguous use of words

(6) Many Questions

- several questions are improperly grouped in the form of one question,
and a direct yes-no or categorical answer is demanded

(7) Over Simplification ( Dicto Simplicter = black and white fallacy )

- erroneously reducing the number of possible events with respect to
a question

- hasty conclusion - arguing with some evidence, but insufficient to
warrant acceptance of the conclusion

(8) Irrelevant Arguments

- Red Herring - introducing something off-topic or irrelevant in order
to lead an opponent away from a weakness in one's own argument

- A Strawman Argument - to attack or defend a position similar to, but
different from, the one held by an opponent. Usually the opponent's
argument is first distorted, then this version is attacked.

- Ad hominem - attacking the person rather than his argument - "mud



- appeals to: pity, fear, conventional propriety, and popular
sentiment

TESTIMONIAL

REPETITION

GLITTERING
GENERALITY

INNUENDO

QUESTIONABLE TECHNIQUES

- to argue for a position by using a famous person who is
unlikely to be an expert in the issue under consideration. The
famous person endorses the argument thereby effecting a
transfer of his prestige, respect, influence, etc. to the idea,
argument or product.
This technique is used frequently by advertisers.

- to repeat a phrase in a sentence or slogan in the hope that
"if you hear something often enough, you'll believe it's true."

- to focus attention on phrases or words which are "nice
sounding" but lack specific detail.

- to argue by veiled hints, insinuations or direct references
so that a person's character is called in question.

CARD STACKING - to present only one side of an argument.

AVOIDING THE
QUESTION

SPECIAL
PLEADING

DEFENSE
MECHANISMS

- to deliberately avoid answering a question when its intent is
understood.

- to argue inconsistently for the application of a line of reason-
ing, e.g. making unjustified exceptions.

a) RATIQNALIZATION - to project the blame to someone or

something else in order to avoid an unpleasant consequence.

b) WISHFUL THINKING - an implausible idea which is held
in face of the facts of "reality".
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EXAMPLES OF MISTAKES IN REASONING

(1) False Cause - At Lystra the Apostle Paul healed a cripple. They
reasoned that only the power of a god could do this.

Therefore, they concluded that the gods had come down
in the likeness of men.

(2) Begging the Question -
A: Man evolved from ape-like creatures.
B: How do you know this for sure?
A: That's what the experts say.
B: Who are the experts?
A: Those who think that man evolved from ape-like

creatures.

A: Is it true that one can be saved for eternity by
a momentary confession that Jesus is Lord?

B: Yes.
A: How do you explain examples of unrepentant sin

which "saved" people commit, and the examples
of believers in the first century which fell away
( Heb. 6:4-6; 10:26-31 )?

B: A saved person cannot fall away, therefore these
persons never were really saved.

(3) False Analogy: -
In the last days it will be like the days of Noah ( Luke 17:21 ).
Since no-one responded to Noah's preaching,
There is no point in preaching since no-one will respond.

(4) Arguing from Silence -
"Gambling at the racetrack is a rightful pastime since it
is not forbidden in the Bible. "

"It's okay to smoke since there is no command which says,
'Thou shalt not smoke'. "

(5) Equivocation - In the use of words like "saved" - its ultimate and limited
uses and confusing the words "soul" and "spirit" by using
them to mean the same thing and then differentiating their
meanings.

(6) Many Questions -
" A r e you saved? You a r e ei ther saved or not saved?
Are you born again? You a r e e i ther born again or not born
again? Which is it? Have you accepted Je sus as your persona l
saviour? Ei ther you have or you haven ' t . "

( Clarification is requi red of the meaning of "saved" and
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(7) Over Simplification. -
All people are either righteous or wicked,
either rewarded or punished.

(8) Irrelevant Arguments -

i) Red Herring - Discussions with Jehovah's Witnesses will usually produce
lots of these:

A: Are you really sure that Christ returned invisibly in the
parousia in 1914?

B: Because all those with eyes "to see" saw it spiritually.
A: If he came back invisibly in 1914 then why do Jehovah's

Witnesses still break bread and drink wine on 14 Nisan ?
The memorial of his death was to be remembered by
breaking bread and drinking wine "until he comes"
( 1 Cor. 11:26 ).

B: You people cannot possibly be the true witnesses of
Jehovah because you do not go door to door as Jesus

' commanded.

ii) Strawman Argument -

Christadelphians deny the Trinity,
Therefore they are Unitarians.
Unitarians are more interested in helping the poor and
afflicted than preaching the Gospel.
Therefore Christadelphians should get back to preaching
the Gospel of the blood or Christ.

iii ) Ad hominem -

The Epicurean and Stoic philosophers said of Paul: "What
would this babbler say? " ( Acts 17:18, R ..S. V. )
"Babbler", Gk: "spermologos", "an ignorant plagiarist",

Nestle; literally "a seed-picker"; "charlatan", N E.B. ;
"Pretender to knowledge, but only retails second-hand ideas",
Cambridge Bible Commentary for Schools.

*v) Appeal to fear -

"Let us meet together in the house of God, within the temple,
and let us shut the doors of the temple, for they will come to
slay thee; yea, in the night will they come to slay thee. And
I said, 'Should such as man as I flee? . . . I will not go in. " '

( Neh. 6:10, 11 ).
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of

QUESTIONABLE TECHNIQUES

Testimonial - Chuck Ealey, a well-known quarterback for the Toronto
Argonauts came to Shelburne High School and gave "testimonies" of the
great blessings in getting saved.

Repetition - "Just as I am, I come, I come. Hallelujah, praise the Lord, Amen. "
- all part of the repetitious appeal of Evangelical altar calls deliberately
intended to be repetitive as part of the emotional atmosphere to enhance the
likelihood of more "getting saved" and coming forward to witness.

•Glittering Generality - "God will work a miracle in your life today" - Oral
Roberts.

Innuendo - '"For his letters', say they, ' are weighty and pjowerful; but his _
bodily presence is weak, and his speech contemptible/ 'no account', R.S. V._/"

"Let such people understand that what we say by letter when absent, we do
when present." ( 2 Cor. 10:10,11, R.S.V. )

Card Stacking - Jesus said, "Lo, I am with you to the end of the world". Since
the Catholic Church has stood the test of time - the bastion against divisive
and schismatic Protestants, it must be the Church which Jesus founded.

Avoiding the Question - "Then the LORD said to Cain, Where is Abel your brother?
He said, I do not know, am I my brother's keeper? " (Gen. 4:9, R.S.V. ).

"Is there not a woman among the daughters of your kinsmen, or among all
your people, that you must go to take a wife from the uncircumcised Philistines? "
But Samson said to his father, Get her for me; for she pleases me well. "

( Judges 14:3, R. S. V.,)

Special Pleading - "Yes, baptism is a commandment, but I can't bring myself
to be immersed in water.
I think God will appreciate my difficulty and accept my sincerity."

Defense Mechanisms -

a) Rationalization - "And the man said, The woman whom thou gavest
to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat." ( Gen. 3:12 )

"And Saul said unto Samuel, Yea, I have obeyed the voice of the LORD,
and have gone the way which the LORD sent me, and have brought Agag,
the king of Amalek, and have utterly destroyed the Amalekites. But the
people took of the spoil, sheep and oxen, the chief of the things which
should have been utterly destroyed, to sacrifice unto the LORD thy God
in Gilgal. " - ( 1 Sam. 15:20,21 ).

b) Wishful Thinking - "And Agag came unto h i m / Samuel_/ delicately.
And Agag said, 'Surely the bitterness of death is past' . . .And Samuel



ASSIGNMENT : Find one example ( preferably from the Bible) for each of
the mistakes in reasoning and questionable techniques.
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IDENTIFY ALL THE MISTAKES IN REASONING IN EACH OF THE

FOLLOWING TWO ARGUMENTS

IMMORTAL SOUL?

"It is a known fact that the matter in our body is gradually and constantly
changing. We are not the identical persons we were seven years ago.
The body, as to actual cells which compose it, has been changed, thus we
have a new body in a very short time. This means we have a new brain -
an entirely different brain approximately every seven years.

It is a remarkable fact that while we have a new brain in a very short time,
yet memories remain . . . We can also acquire new experiences, but they
like those of the past, cannot be erased from our memories - they are indest-
ructible. What is the explanation of this phenomenon? There is but one,
namely: that there is an indestructible spirit or spiritual nature in man.

Certainly there can be no doubt about the existence of the human spirit. It is
the spirit, the real individuality, distinct from the body, that remembers and
remains long after the body has been changed many times - it carries the
memories and survives all the great bodily changes."

"SHEOL" - PLACE OF DEPARTED SOULS?

"In answering this question "Was Jonah dead or alive in the whale's belly?"
we must remember that Jonah's experience typifies God's great plan of
redemption accomplished for us by the Lord Jesus Christ . . . as Jonah was
three days and three nights in the whale's belly, so was Christ three days and
three nights in the tomb. . . there are two very good reasons which prove that
Jonah did not remain alive in the fish's belly.

First, we have already said that Jonah is a type of Christ, and to be a more
perfect type it would be necessary for Jonah to die and be restored to life. He
would then become a perfect type of Christ whose ministry was wholly to the
Jews until after His death and resurrection.

Now the Scripture says that Jonah "was in the belly of the fish three days and
three nights". That is, his body was in the fish, but where was his soul? Read
the following reference, "Then Jonah prayed unto the Lord his God out of the
fish' s belly, and said, I cried by reason of mine affliction unto the Lord, and he
heard me: out of the belly of hell I Sheol - abode of departed spirits ) cried I,
and thou heardest rny voice." ( Jon. 2:1,2 ).

From this account we find that Jonah began his prayer in the fish's belly, but we
also find that .he finished it in Sheol, the abode of departed spirits. The very fact
that Jonah cried from Sheol is proof that he died. This makes Jonah a more
perfect type of Christ. We know that Christ's soul went to Hades ( abode of
departe i spirits ) while His body lay in the1 tomb ( Acts 2:27 ), and thus we see
that Jonah's soul went to Sheol ( same place as Hades ) while his body lay in the
fish's belly.
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Thus we have proved that Jonah actually died, both from typology and from the
original Hebrew Scripture which makes it clear that Jonah went to Sheol.

Jonah was just as truly dead and raised again as was any of the other Bible
Characters who were restored to life. "



DEBATING

(1) Few debating challenges are offered to the Christadelphians. However,
there are plenty of opportunities to do so, if you assume the initiative. Usually
Usually the smaller non-conformist groups are more aggressive in advancing
their beliefs.

(2) Debating unlike a public lecture requires substantial skill in rebutting
arguments and the ability to answer "on the spot" when questioned. A debater
would be very unprepared who did not anticipate the arguments of his opposition.
Answers to these anticipated questions must be prepared in advance. A good
lawyer always prepares two cases - his own and that of his opponent.

(3) Care should be taken to see that the proposition is properly worded so that
the information you have to offer is the content being examined. For example,
if the proposition to be debated is the nature of man, there is a very big
difference between the following two resolutions:

Resolve: "That man by nature is immortal" -
The advantage rests with the church side since the content to be
examined is negative. The Christadelphian would spend most
of his time arguing defensively on "wrested scriptures" without
being able to set forth his positive evidence.

Resolve: "That man is by nature mortal" -
The advantage rests with the Christadelphian side since the
content being examined are the positive passages.

A two night debate provides the opportunity for equal weighting of the evidence.

(4) CARE MUST BE TAKEN IN CHOICE OF SUBJECT

a) Breadth of Subject - For example, a debate on the nature of the Godhead
is too wide. The area to be debated should be restricted e. g, "Is Jesus a
person within the Godhead? " or "Did Jesus have a pre-human existence? "
or "Is the Holy Spirit a person within the Godhead? "

b) Some topics presuppose other issues - Whether or not Jesus is a
Personage in the Godhead presupposes that the soul is immortal. What
happened to Jesus when he died is a powerful argument against the view that
Jesus was God-man. However, the strength of the evidence depends on first
proving the absolute mortality of man. Debate the nature of man first
before tackling the Godhead.

Resolution in a debate is the formal statement of what is to be debated.
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c) Simple topics are to be preferred to complex ones - For example,
a debate on the Godhead requires the Christadelphian to explain God-
- manifestation - the key to passages like Gen. 1:26; Isa. 9:6 etc. But
a debate is not an ideal format for such an involved exposition. The
time element is too restrictive and the complexity usually too great for
the audience to appreciate.

(5) QUESTIONING - This is the most telling part of a debate. The Socratic
technique is particluarly effective since step by step, if your opponent accepts
the premises of the argument he cannot escape the conclusion. Bro. Robert
Roberts effectively used the Socratic approach in his many debates.

(6) POLITENESS! "Show perfect courtesy to all men! " ( Titus 3:2, R. S. V. )

DEBATING FORMAT

TWO MAN DEBATE

Order of Speakers

AFFIRMATIVE l

2

NEGATIVE

Rebuttals: ( During this time you may question your opponent )

Affirmative 10 min.

Negative 10 min.

Summary:

Affirmative 5 min.

Negative 5 min.

iThe side which argues for the proposition, the "yes" side.
side which argues against the proposition, the "no" side.


